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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language * 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
1X1 the description: 

pages 1-12 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* _ received by this Authority on 

1X1 the claims: 

nos 1—23 as originally filed/furni shed 

nos.* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

nos.* received by this Authority on 

nos.* received by this Authority on 

the drawings: 

sheets as originally filed/furnished 

sheets* received by this Authority on 

sheets* received by this Authority on 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages m _ . 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs - 



3. 



□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. 1 I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as tiled, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages __ 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): . 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15 


, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23 YES 




Claims 


1-3, 5, 12-14, 20-22 no 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-23 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-23 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1. Reference is made in the present notification to 

the following document cited in the search report. 
The numbering given below will be used throughout 
the rest of the procedure. 



Dl: WO-A-01/22129 



2.1 The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 6 because claim 1 is 
unclear. The subject matter of claim 1 relates to 
a thermoplastic sheet suitable for filtering part 
of the electromagnetic wave spectrum. However, it 
is not clear how the subject matter claimed is 
restricted by the expression " suitable for ". 
Indeed, it is clear that any thermoplastic sheet 
at least partially filters part of the 
electromagnetic wave spectrum. Any such 
thermoplastic sheet could thus be considered by a 
person skilled in the art to be suitable for 
filtering part of the electromagnetic wave 
spectrum. 

2.2 It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 has 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

not been clearly defined (PCT Article 6) . 

3.1 Furthermore, in spite of the above-mentioned lack 
of clarity, the subject matter of claim 1 is not 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

3.2 Document Dl describes (see figure 9 and page 27, 
line 15 to page 28, line 12; the reference signs 
between parentheses apply to this document) a 
diffusing structure including at least one 
diffusing layer (the particle-containing layer in 
example 26, with the passage on page 16, lines 12- 
16) for making a light source uniform, and further 
including at least one thermoplastic sheet (layer 
made of PEN, page 27, lines 17, 18) suitable for 
filtering part of the electromagnetic wave 
spectrum of said light source (see figure 9) . 

3.3 It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 is 
not novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

4. For the same reasons, mutatis mutandis, the 
subject matter of claims 20, 21 and 22 is not 
novel (EPC Article 54(1) and (2)). 

5. The additional features in claims 2, 3, 5, 12, 13 
and 14 are also described in document Dl. In 
particular, Dl describes (figure 9) a 
thermoplastic sheet suitable for filtering the 
wavelength range from 0.2 8 (Jm to 0.40 |im. The 
diffusing structure includes at least one 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

inorganic element (Zeeospheres ; see page 19, lines 
1-10) . The diffusing structure includes a 
reflective polariser having multiple birefringent 
layers (see figure 2 and page 6, lines 18-20) . The 
diffusing layer has a thickness of less than 
400 |xm (see table 2, page 27) . It follows that the 
subject matter of dependent claims 2 , 3, 5, 12 , 13 
and 14 is not novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 



6.1 The features in dependent claims 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 23 do not appear to 
contain any additional features which, when 
combined with the subject matter of any one of the 
claims on which they are dependent, define subject 
matter that complies with the requirements of 
inventive step of the EPC. For example, the 
diffusing structure according to Dl can include a 
plastic sheet for monitoring the viewing angle 
(BEF, page 18, lines 16-22), and a wire grid 
reflective polariser (page 23, line 1) . 

6.2 It follows that dependent claims 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 23 do not appear to 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 
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